LETTER TO MANILAL GANDHI                             101

Gould it be even dreamt of that Shankerlal should be arrested
with me? But God may do anything.

Blessings front

BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati original: S.N. 7997

52.   LETTER TO MANILAL GANDHI

SABARMATI JAIL,
March 17, 1922

CHI.  MANILAL1,

Tomorrow I shall be sentenced. I shall hardly wish to write
letters thereafter.

I shall be content if you take care of your health, and occupy
yourself in some good work anywhere. While I am in jail, it is
not necessary that you must come here. Now that you have made
/.O.2 your own, I think you can come here only after you have
placed it on a sound footing, I see no one whom I can send to
you from here. Every good worker is needed here.

It seems you have not yet sent the account from there. If
you have not, please do so.

Imam Sahib's wife, Haji Sahiba, died suddenly of heart fail-
ure on reaching the port of Porbandar. Imam Saheb is filled with
grief. He had been to see me yesterday.

Now about your personal problem. Both Naidu and Ramdas
tell me that I should write to you about your marriage. They
believe that deep down in your heart there is the desire to marry,
but that you would marry only if I absolve you from your promise.
I do not consider you to be under any promise to me. It would be
proper for every man to be under binding to himself. One is one's
own enemy or friend.

You have bound yourself and you alone can free yourself from it.

It is my opinion that whatever peace you get is because of your
self-imposed binding. You can be sure about this. As long as
you do not think of marriage, you stand absolved from your past
sins. This atonement of yours keeps you pure. You can stand
up as a man before the world. The day you marry you will lose

and in jail with Mahadev Desai as a result of Government's   action against that
paper.  He also edited Toung India for some time.
1  Gaudhiji's second son, who was in South Africa
2 Indian Opinion, Gandhiji's weekly